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For background on last 2 years in Gaza 
see Forensic Architecture’s 20 maps:

https://frames.forensic-architecture.org/gaza/two-years/introduction

Forensic Architecture is a multidisciplinary research group 
at Goldsmith’s University in London
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1. Occupied Territories in Israel c. 2022-2023



What is an Occupied Territory?

Population Levels (2023)

Occupied Territories

Gaza Strip - 2.3 Million Palestinians

West Bank - 4.1 Million Palestinians

East Jerusalem - 350,000 Palestinians

Total number of people: ~ 7 million people

Israel’s Sovereign Territory

7.2 Million Jewish citizens

2.0 Million Palestinians & “Arab” residents



About 2.2 million people lived in 
Gaza strip and 2.5 million in West 
Bank. Gaza’s water, electricity, 
telecommunications, and food 
supplies are controlled by Israel. 

Leading politicians in Israel have 
since 1948 refused to recognize 
Palestinians as having equal rights 
of citizenship and sovereign control 
over their land, thus UN human 
rights observers compare it to 
Apartheid South Africa (1948-1994). 

Just under 10 million people live in 
Israel, 74% of whom are Jewish. 

The last election in Gaza was 2005. 
Hamas achieved less than 50% of 
the vote. Israel began a blockade in 
2007. Median age was 18 in 2020.

Occupied Territories – Gaza and West Bank, c. 2022



Israel imposed a travel & 
commercial blockade in 2007 that has been ongoing. 



Made Hebrew national language. Two of its articles stated:

“The right to exercise national self-determination in the State 
of Israel is unique to the Jewish people.”

“The state views the development of Jewish settlement [in 
occupied territories] as a national value and will act to 
encourage and promote its establishment and 
consolidation.”

When Israeli Palestinians proposed different legislation, the Knesset 
refused to debate it because it included “several articles that [were] 
meant to alter the character of the State of Israel from the nation-state 
of the Jewish people to a state in which there is equal status from the 
point of view of nationality for Jews and Arabs.”

Israel Knesset (Parliament) Passed New 
“Nation-State” Law in 2018



Fundamentals of International Law

• A state that is recognized as occupying and ruling over subordinate 
populations does not have the same “rights to self-defense” as other 
states because these rights apply only between sovereign powers.

• People living in “occupied territories” are the ones who have the 
“right to self-defense.” 

• Palestinians thus have rights of self-defense, rights of return, and 
even rights to reparations under international laws.

• Forcefully removing large numbers of people in an ethnic group from 
a region is called “ethnic cleansing.” 

• Depriving large numbers of people of food, water, shelter, electricity, 
and medical supplies in times of conflict is called “collective 
punishment” and is considered a crime against humanity.

• Israeli and other Jewish nationals who forcibly create new 
settlements in the West Bank are breaking international laws.



•  Representatives of Hamas left the occupied territory of Gaza and 
entered the sovereign space of Israel. 

•  The Israeli military made a snap decision to enact its “Hannibal 
directive,” meaning its officers deliberately fired on and killed some of its 
own citizens rather than risk having them taken hostage. 

•  Hamas representatives captured more than 250 hostages, the bulk of 
whom had Israeli citizenship. 

•  A total of 1,189 people in Israel were killed that day, including 803 
civilians and 379 military officers. 

• About 5,200 Palestinians from Gaza and the West Bank, including teens, 
were already being held without due process in secret detention centers 
and prisons in Israel. Twice that number were held by end of month.

• The Israeli government has refused to undertake a full investigation. 
Hamas leaders have called for the ICJ to undertake a full investigation, 
including of its soldiers to rule on “war crimes” committed.

Israel and Occupied Territories: Oct 7, 2023



Expressions of Genocidal Intent (Selection)

Flatten Gaza. Without 
mercy! (Oct 7)

Those are animals, they 
have no right to exist. 
(Oct 9)

Erase Gaza…Don’t leave 
a child there, expel 
everyone. (Oct 9)

It’s an entire nation out 
there that is 
responsible. (Oct 13)

Destroy a neighborhood 
in Gaza everyday the 
abductees are in their 
hands. (Oct 23)

Nakba [disaster] to the 
enemy now!...A Nakba 
that will overshadow the 
Nakba of 48. (Oct 8)

We are fighting human 
animals, and we are 
acting accordingly. (Oct 
9)

No electrical switch will 
be turned on, no water 
hydrant …, and no fuel 
truck will enter Gaza. (12 
Oct)

I don’t care about 
Gaza…I want to see dead 
bodies of terrorists 
around Gaza. (Oct 13)

[W]e need to exact a 
territorial price from 
them, including 
returning Jewish 
settlements…to north 
Gaza strip. (23 Oct)





Article I The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in 
time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they 
undertake to prevent and to punish. 

Article II In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts 
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial 
or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring 

about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Article III The following acts shall be punishable: (a) Genocide; (b) Conspiracy to 
commit genocide; (c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; (d) 
Attempt to commit genocide; (e) Complicity in genocide.

Genocide Convention (1948)
153 Countries are Signatories 



Moral Clarity and Genocides



International Law: Does it Matter?

Jan 26 2024 – International Court of Justice Ruling on Genocide

 • Found sufficient evidence of “plausible” genocide in Gaza

Israel’s own judge on the ICJ voted in favor of final judgment requiring Israel 
to “prevent and punish direct and public incitement to commit genocide.”

Genocide convention focuses on intent. Signatories are obliged to act when 
genocidal intent is agreed upon in order to prevent genocide.

July 19 2024 – ICJ Issues Advisory Ruling on Occupied Territories

Reports that Israel has repeatedly violated the Hague and Geneva 
conventions relating to laws of war, humanitarian obligations to occupied 
populations, and human rights laws.





2. Palestine and Israel: Maps, History, and Demography



1878/1882 – First Zionist 
colony established in 
Palestine.

1903-04 – World Zionist 
Congress decides Ottoman 
Palestine is the right place 
for a Jewish State, after 
ruling out Uganda. 

Called Palestine: “A land 
without a people for a 
people without a land.” 

1914 – 30 Zionist “colonies” 
had been set-up with about 
60,000 Jewish residents.

Map of Palestine - 1899 Mandate Palestine 
(1922-48)

From Ottoman Palestine to Mandate Palestine:
First World War a Tipping Point



Origins of the Palestine “Mandate” Territory

1905 British Parliament passes Aliens Act, which prevented European Jews 
  from seeking safe-haven in the UK when fleeing pogroms in central Europe. 

1917 Balfour Declaration – Arthur Balfour announces British support for 
 “a national home” for the Jewish people in Palestine.

  Edwin Montagu, only Jewish member of British cabinet, objected, saying 
  “I wish to place on record my view that the policy of His Majesty’s  
  Government is anti-Semitic in result [and] will prove a rallying ground for 
  anti-Semites in every country in the world….[W]hen the Jews are told that 

 Palestine is their national home, every country will immediately desire to 
  get rid of their Jewish citizens…Palestine [will] become the world’s  
  Ghetto…Why should the Russian give the Jew equal rights?” [Aug, 1917]

1918 Palestinians petitioned British Government protesting Declaration

1920-21 Palestinians march in Jerusalem (1920) and Jaffa (1921) to urge 
  British to protect their homes, land, and equal rights.

1922 League of Nations makes Great Britain the Trustee of Palestine and 
 Iraq. France is made Trustee of Syria and Lebanon. Britain and 

  France govern territories as colonial dependencies.



1933 Genocidal Nazi policies begin in Germany

1936-37 Palestinians launch a national strike to protest British 
  designation of Palestine as site of Jewish re-settlement. 

1933-39 US and Britain refuse to take in most Jewish migrants.

1937 David Ben Gurion (dir Jewish Agency): “We must 
  expel Arabs and take their places…And, if we have to 
  use force…to guarantee our own right to settle those 
  places – then we have force at our disposal...[O]nly a 
  state with at least 80 percent Jews is a viable and stable 

 state.”

How Nazi and Antisemitic Policies Shaped 
Mandate Palestine c. 1865 to 1939

Approximately 7% Jewish up to 1922 • 18% Jewish in 1932 • 31% Jewish by 1939



A Holocaust and a Nakba (disaster): 
Israel’s Statehood (1948)

1948 March: USA suggests Palestine remain a mandate of the UN

  April: Jewish leaders accelerated a plan to resist this transition

  May: Zionists launched 13 full-scale military operations, forcing 
   250,000 Palestinians from their homes

  May 14: Israel declares its independence.

  May 15: Great Britain relinquishes mandate and recognizes Israel

  David Ben Gurion becomes first Prime Minister of Israel

1949 March – nearly 1 million Palestinians were forcibly removed  
  & 400 villages destroyed. UN admits Israel as new country.



Section 502B of the US Foreign Assistance Act prohibits security aid to any 
government engaged in a consistent pattern of gross human rights violations. 

Section 620I of the same act prohibits security assistance or arms sales to any 
country that restricts U.S. humanitarian assistance.

US Foreign Assistance Act



US Military Aid to Israel since 1949: $228 Billion
US Economic Aid to Israel: $80 Billion


