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Re: Application to Participate in New York University School of Law State 
Energy and Environmental Impact Center's La\v Fellow Program 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit the Minnesota Attorney Generars Otlice·s 
("~Oflice·~) application to participate in New York University School of Law State Energy and 
Environn1ental ln1pact Ccnter·s (''NYU") Law Fellow progran1 C'Progran,~·). T'he Office would 
greatly benefit fro111 collaborating with the Prograln to secure the appoint1nent of one or 111ore 
Special Assistant(s) Attorney General C'SAAG~'). The Progra1n would provide the Office with 
additional staffing necessary to expand my dernonstrated con11nitn1ent to advancing progressive 
clean energy, clirnate, and environn1enta] ,natters of regional and national i1nporiance. 

As set forth 1nore fully on the Progra1n 's \Vebpage~ the Office's application addresses the 
following sections: (I) ()ffice Eligibility and Narrative~ (2) Office Structure; and (3) Budget 
Proposa] and Confinnation of Authority. 

I. Office Eligibility and Narrative 

As Attorney General') I intend to dispel the notion that ccono111ic growth and 
environrnental stcv;ardship are 111utually exclusive propositions. 1 Funding and staffing 

1 Prior to becon1 ing Attorney General~ l consistently advocated for the protection of 
cnviron1nental and natural resources by pron1oting renewable energy and environrnental justice, 
and cornbating clirnate change, both at the state and federal levels. These issues have always 
been of para1nount in1po1iance to n1e, which is the reason I helped co-found Environn1cntal 
Justice Advocates of Minnesota. When I served in the M inncsota i-louse of Representatives fi·o1n 
2003 to 2006~ I engaged in ]egislative initiatives gcnnanc to the Progran,·s purpose. 'l'he 
cnvironn1ental nonprofit co1t1111unity recognized 1ny dedication: vvhen I announced 1ny first 
C~ongrcssional can1paign~ I was endorsed by the ivl inncsota chapters of both the Sierra Cluh and 
C:lean Water Action. While in Congress fh)n1 2007-2019~ I sponsored or cosponsored nearly I 00 
hills invo lving renewable energy. clitnate~ and environn1cntal n1atters. 1\lthough largely 
irrelevant to the ()ffice's application~ I briefly su1n1narize 111y consistent dedication to these 
<.:ff-orts given the Progran1's intent to give '"'[p]riority consideration'' to "state attorneys general 
who dc111onstrate a con11nitn1ent to·· cnviron111ental issues. 
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shortfal Is. hovv·cvcr. have severely d in1 in i shed the Otlicc · s abi Ii ty to fully participate in fed era I 
n1ultistatc litigation involvin~ cnvironn1ental issues. The Office advances and defends ....,, ...., 

progressive clean energy., clin1atc, and cnv i ronn1entat 1natters of regional and national 
i1nportance prin1arily through its Environn1ent & Natural Resources C"E&NR"') Division. The 
E&NR l)ivision n1ainly defends enforccn1ent actions taken by three state agencies (Departn1cnt 
or Agriculture~ Depa11n1ent of Natural Resources. and Pollution Control Agency) and three 
boards (A.nirnal 1-lealth, Environn1ental Quality., and Water and Soil Resources). 'rhc r:&NR 
Division also reptesents its clients in a variety of other matters. including transactional real 
estate, client advicl\ rulc111aking, and other legal issues outside the Progran1·s l<-)cus. 

·rhe E&NR Division is presently staffed with only five full-ti1ne litigation attorneys, 
exclusive of one transactional real estate attorney and the Division Manager. As a resuh. the 
E&NR [)ivision is frequently requ ired to seek staffing assistance fro111 attorneys assigned to 
other Divisions vvithin the ()ffice. Despite li1nited resources. the E&NR Division currently 
handles over one hundred active and ,vide -ranging cases , including the following Minnesota­
specific cases concerning progressive clean energy. clin1ate change. and environn1cnta1 111attcrs 
with regional and national in1plications: 

• ()pposcd the LJ.S. governn1ent·s inadequate environmental review for the renewal of 
-rwin Metals· n1ineral leases needed for its controversial 1nine near the Boundary Waters: 

• ()btaincd an injunction against the lJ.S. government after challenging the unpcrn1itted 
construction of a $2 bi 11 ion flood diversion project that threatened rnatcrial adverse 
cnvironinenta) i1npacts~ 

• l)efended Minnesota· s \\1atcr qua! ity standards to reduce eutroph ication in rivers and 
strean1s - and the EPA "s approval of those standards-in state and federal courts; 

• Participated in several enforcen1ent actions involving PFAS pollution~ including securing 
the nation~s third largest natural resource da1nages settle1nent ($850 1nillion); and 

• [Jefended agency en forccrnent action against t\VO of the nation· s largest waste 
1nanagcn1ent con1panics for illegally landfilling waste without attcn1pting to conve11 that 
\Vastc into energy through incineration. 

In addition, the E&NR [)ivision has participated as a signatory in 1nany n1ultistatc initiatives, 
such as rulen1aking, litigation, and other po1icy efforts concerning progressive clean energy. 
cli111ate change ., and environ1ncntal issues. including the following: 

• Mercury and Air Toxics Standards; ('lean Po\ver Plan (and Affordable Clean l-·:nergy)~ 
energy efficiency standards fc)r appliances and industrial cquipn1ent~ delay and 
in1pennissible reversal of ozone standards designations~ repeal of etnission rcquirc1nents 
for Glider vehic les .. engines. and kits: JIFC' guidance and rollback rule: 'fSC';\ rcpo11ing 
and data collection for n1crcur) / and asbestos~ car and I ight-duty truck c1n ission and 
1nileage standards: actions against autornobilc rnanufacturers regarding defeat device and 
i1npern1issible air en1issions: opposition to the vvithdra\val fron1 the Paris C'li1natc 
1\green1ent: reduction or in1 plen1entation delay f-or en1 ission standards for wood-fired 
boilers and forced-air furnaces: ~u QOtti g state-led eff o11s to in\/csti 0 a c _:x xon Mobil: 
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Anti-Science ru]e: and call for FERC.., co1n111issioner recusal fron1 Grid Resiliency 
Proceedings due to bias. 

Since beco1ning Attorney Cicneral. the ()fficc has joined approxi111ately 60°ft) of the 
1nultistatc actions defending and advancing lavvs and policies that pro111otc clean energy~ prevent 

.., 

clin1ate change, and protect the cnvi1·onn1cnt. ~ ffhe Office has a long histor 1 of · artici ati g mn 
federal 111ultistate cnvironn1cn al and cncr!.!y actions. I'hrough artici · atic n n NYU"s Program~ 
and the a ointment of one or n1ore SAA(.1 s . I ho 1c the Office can ex and its role in the feder I 
nu lti state arena. 

2. Office Structure 

l'he Office is presently organized into sixteen IJivisions vvithin five different Sections. 
Each Division is supervised by a Manager \vho reports to the Deputy Attorney General 
overseeing that Section. Deputy Attorneys General then report to the Chief Deputy and 1nysel f. 

If NYU selects the Oflicc to participate in the Progra111~ the SAAG(s) would serve in the 
E&N R Division., which is within the Regulatory Law and Professions Section. The appointed 
SAAG(s) would report directly to E&NR Division rvtanager. Max Kieley. The SAAG(s) would 
also collaborate with other division 1nen1bers and the f)eputy Attorney Genera] overseeing the 
E&NR Division. Karen Olson. The SAAG(s) would also be provided with opportunities to 
interact with both 1ne and 111y Chief Deputy, John Keller. 

The Office is in need of either one SAAG \Vith fifteen or 1nore years' experience leading 
co1nplex environ,nental and energy I itigation at the federal and state ]eve ls, or, alternatively~ two 
SAAGs with five to ten years of con1parable experience. A 111ore highly-qualified SAAG would 
enable the Office to focus on identifying, developing. and leading federal n1ultistate actions. 
Less experienced SAAGs, on the other hand, vvould a]lo\\ 1 the Office to broaden its participation 
and assistance to states leading federal 1nultistatc actions. 

Any SAAG(s) the Office appoints through the Progra1n \viii ideally possess strong 
written and oral con1rnunication skills~ vast federal and state litigation experience in the 
cnvironn1ental and energy context and significant fru11iliarity and knowledge regarding drafting 
pleadings., oral and written discovery, n1otion practice. and trial and appellate court practice. 

3. Budget Proposal and Confirmation of Authority 

The Office proposes that any SAACi(s) appointed through the Progra111 be con1pensated at 
a rate co,nparable to Assistant Attorneys General with equivalent experience. rrhe Office's 
attorneys with five to ten years· experience receive salaries ranging fi·on1 $74,000 to $115,000. 

2 ·rhese percentages vvcre derived by· taki11!.! the total nun1hcr of 111ultista1c actions listed on the 
Progrun1's w·ebpage and cx~luding all actions taken by a sole state attorney general. 
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Assistant Attorneys Genera] \Vith extensive and specialized subject-111attcr expertise w·ith fifteen 
or 1norc years of experience typically range in salary fro1n $96,000 to $130.000. 

'rhrough this application. I confinn that the Office has the authority to appoint one or 
n1orc SAAG(s) if selected as a Progra1n participant. Nevertheless~ the Office's participation in 
the Progra111 in1plicates several Minnesota-specific issues that n1ust be addressed vvith NYU prior 
to finalizing any written agree111ent. For exan1ple, two such issues arise fron1 NYl J' s proposed 
language regarding inden1nification and n1alpractice insurance. 'rhe ()trice 111ay, ho\vcver, 
identify additiona1 issues if selected to participate in the Progra111. 

l 'hc C)ffice very 1nuch appreciates the opportunity to be considered by NYU to participate 
in the Progra1n. I look forward to working with NYU to secure the appointment of one or 1nore 
SA/\G(s) to assist the Office in advancing and defending progressive clean energy., cli1nate, and 
cnvironn1cntal tnatters of regional and national i1nportance. If NYU requires additional 
infonnation regarding the Office or its application, please do not hesitate lo contact 1ne directly. 

Sincerely. 

KElTH ELLISON 
Attorney General 
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