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Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510
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September 25, 2019
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader McConnell, and Leader Schumer,

We represent a diverse coalition of medical professionals, addiction treatment providers, drug
prevention organizations, law enforcement, communities of faith, and public policy advocacy
organizations who are deeply concerned with our country’s present addiction crisis. We urge you
to slow down and proceed carefully with measures that would expand the promotion and
advertising of increased marijuana use, like the SAFE Banking Act.

The Surgeon General recently issued the first Surgeon General’s Advisory on marijuana since
1982, warning young people and pregnant women to abstain from marijuana use.1 During the
press conference, the Surgeon General warned that “This is not your mother’s marijuana.”2
Today’s high potency marijuana is fundamentally different from anything that existed before.3
The Surgeon General’s Advisory was driven in part by alarming increases in youth vaping of
marijuana oils4 and pregnant women using marijuana for morning sickness,s which can have
damaging effects on the developing brains and is linked to low birth weight.7

In response to the mysterious lung illnesses that have been in part caused by high potency
marijuana vapes, the Food and Drug Administration issued an advisory urging the public to
abstain from using these productss and the Centers for Disease Control has advised that no single
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substance responsible has been identified.o Oregon dispensaries have been pulling products from
their shelves in response to a death after a man had purchased marijuana vapes from licensed
dispensaries. 10

In light of the Surgeon General’s Advisory and the marijuana vaping crisis, it would be
irresponsible to change the law in ways that encourage increased investment in the marijuana
industry without any guardrails for public health. We urge you to postpone consideration of the
SAFE Banking Act (H.R. 1595/S. 1200) until we can understand the roots of the marijuana
vaping crisis and put in place public health guardrails. Any process for addressing this legislation
should allow for a fulsome debate and consideration of amendments that address the public
health impact of drug policy changes.

Sincerely,
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