
AL-QAEDA IN THE UNITED STATES

– i –

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

.WZ�W^MZ�I�LMKILM��IT�9IMLI��)9��IVL�IT�9IMLI�QV[XQZML�\MZZWZQ[U�PI[�XW[ML�\PM�UW[\�[QOVQÅKIV\�\PZMI\�\W�=�;��
VI\QWVIT�[MK]ZQ\a��<PQ[�UIVQNM[\ML�Q\[MTN �UW[\�LM^I[\I\QVOTa�WV�;MX\MUJMZ�����������;QVKM�\PMV��I�V]UJMZ�WN �)9¼[�
SMa�TMILMZ[�PI^M�JMMV�MQ\PMZ�SQTTML�WZ�KIX\]ZML��0W_M^MZ��\PM�OZW]X�Q[�ILIX\IJTM��IVL�Q\[�\PZMI\�PI[�LQ^MZ[QÅML��)9�
IVL�Q\[�^IZQW][�NZIVKPQ[M[�[\QTT�I[XQZM�\W�I\\IKS�=�;��QV\MZM[\[�IVL��[QOVQÅKIV\Ta��IZM�[\QTT�IJTM�\W�ZMKZ]Q\�=�;��KQ\QbMV[�
\W�Q\[�KI][M���

Al-Qaeda in the United States [PW_[�PW_�\PM�\MZZWZQ[\�\PZMI\�_Q\PQV�\PM�=�;��PI[�LM^MTWXML��Ja�XZWÅTQVO�ITT�)9�WZ�)9�
QV[XQZML�\MZZWZQ[\[�_PW�_MZM�KWV^QK\ML�QV�=�;��KW]Z\[��NMLMZIT�IVL�UQTQ\IZa��WZ�_PW�XIZ\QKQXI\ML�QV�[]QKQLM�I\\IKS[�
IOIQV[\�\PM�=�;��PWUMTIVL�JM\_MMV��!!��IVL�������

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Al-Qaeda in the United States�XZWÅTM[����� QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�_MZM�KWV^QK\ML� NWZ�IT�9IMLI� ZMTI\ML�WNNMV[M[� �)9:7[��
WZ�KWUUQ\\ML�[]QKQLM�I\\IKS[�JM\_MMV��!!��IVL�������1\�XZW^QLM[�[\I\Q[\QKIT�IVITa[Q[�WV�\PMQZ�JIKSOZW]VL� �[]KP�
I[�IOM��VI\QWVITQ\a��WKK]XI\QWV��ML]KI\QWV�IVL�_PM\PMZ� \PMa�_MZM�I� ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\�#�LI\I� ZMTI\QVO� \W� \aXM[�WN �
WNNMV[M[��\aXM�WN �KPIZOM�IVL�\PMQZ�[]J[MY]MV\�[MV\MVKM#�W]\TQVM[�QVLQ^QL]IT�KWVVMK\QWV[�\W�W\PMZ�SVW_V�\MZZWZQ[\[�
WZ�LM[QOVI\ML�\MZZWZQ[\�WZOIVQbI\QWV[#�IVL�[\]LQM[�_PM\PMZ�\PM[M�QVLQ^QL]IT[�PIL�ZMKMQ^ML�\MZZWZQ[\�\ZIQVQVO�WZ�PIL�
KWUJI\�M`XMZQMVKM�

7VM�QVLQ^QL]IT�_I[�KWV^QK\ML�WN �WNNMV[M[�WV�\_W�[MXIZI\M�WKKI[QWV[#�IVW\PMZ�QVLQ^QL]IT�_I[�KWV^QK\ML�WV�\PZMM�
[MXIZI\M�WKKI[QWV[��1V�MIKP�WN �\PM[M�KI[M[��\PM�KWV^QK\QWV[�PI^M�JMMV�KW]V\ML�[MXIZI\MTa��)[�I�ZM[]T\��\PMZM�_I[�I�
KWUJQVML�\W\IT�WN �����KWV^QK\QWV[�IVL�I\\IKS[�

Year on year threat 

The date of  charge (or attack), rather than date of  conviction has been used as a standard measure of  the year of  offense. The year 

with the highest number of  AQROs was 2009.

%� <PMZM�_I[�I�KTMIZ�ZQ[M�QV�)9:7[�QV������·�TIZOMTa�KI][ML�Ja�\PM�I\\IKS[�WN �;MX\MUJMZ�����<PQ[�V]UJMZ�
\PMV�LMKTQVML�]V\QT�I�[TQOP\�ZQ[M�QV�������<PMZM�_I[�I�[QOVQÅKIV\�LZWX�QV�)9:7[�QV���� ��_Q\P�)9:7�
TM^MT[�LZWXXQVO�\W�\PM�XZM�!����XMZQWL���NWTTW_ML�Ja�I�[XQSM�QV����!�·�\PM�aMIZ�_PMV�\PM�PQOPM[\�V]UJMZ�
WN �)9:7[����
�WN �\PM�\W\IT��WKK]ZZML��

Age and gender

AQROs are primarily – though not exclusively – committed by young men.

%� <PM�W^MZ_PMTUQVO�UIRWZQ\a��!�
��WN �\MZZWZQ[\�WNNMV[M[�_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�UMV�

%� -QOP\�_WUMV�PI^M�JMMV�KWV^QK\ML��<_W�WN �\PM[M�_MZM�KWV^QK\ML�NWZ�\PMQZ�ZWTM[�QV�[]XXWZ\QVO�\PMQZ�XIZ\VMZ[�
KWUUQ\�)9:7[��<PM�ZMUIQVQVO�[Q`�_WUMV�_MZM�KWV^QK\ML�WN �KPIZOM[�\PI\�QVKT]LML�#�)\\MUX\ML�1LMV\Q\a�
<PMN\#�)\\MUX\ML�5]ZLMZ#�)ZUML�)[[I]T\#�+WV[XQZIKa�\W�3QTT#�,Q[KPIZOM�WN �I�.QZMIZU#�+WV[XQZQVO�\W�
8ZW^QLM�IVL�8ZW^QLQVO�5I\MZQIT�;]XXWZ\�\W�<MZZWZQ[\[�WZ�I�<MZZWZQ[\�7ZOIVQbI\QWV��[XMKQÅKITTa�IT�;PIJIIJ�#�
IVL�.IT[M�;\I\MUMV\[��

%� 7^MZ� PITN � ���
�� WN � )9:7[� _MZM� KWUUQ\\ML� Ja� \PW[M� IOML� ]VLMZ� ���� 7VM� \PQZL� WN � )9:7[� _MZM�
KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�\PW[M�IOML����\W����

%� <PM�UMIV�I^MZIOM�_I[��!���aMIZ[��IVL�\PM�UWLIT�IOM�_I[����

%� <PM�IOM�I\�\QUM�WN �KPIZOM�ZIVOML�NZWU��!�\W�����

Nationality, origin and place of  residence

AQRO analysis shows that the majority of  the AQ and AQ-inspired threat to the U.S. homeland comes from ‘home-grown’ terrorism, 

with U.S. citizens, including U.S. born citizens, featuring prominently among AQRO perpetrators.
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Nationality

%� 7^MZ�PITN ����
��WN �)9:7[�_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�=�;��KQ\QbMV[��<PM�[MKWVL�UW[\�KWUUWV�VI\QWVITQ\a�WN �
)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�_I[�;I]LQ�)ZIJQIV��!
�#�_Q\P�8ISQ[\IVQ[�\PM�\PQZL�UW[\�KWUUWV���
��

%� 7^MZ�I�\PQZL����
��WN �\PM�\W\IT�V]UJMZ�WN �QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�IV�)9:7�_MZM�JWZV�QV�\PM�=�;�

%� 1V�\W\IT��QVLQ^QL]IT[�WN �\_MV\a�MQOP\�LQNNMZMV\�VI\QWVITQ\QM[�KWUUQ\\ML�)9:7[��

%� )[�I�XZWXWZ\QWV�WN �\PMQZ�W^MZITT�QV^WT^MUMV\��=�;��KQ\QbMV[�KWUUQ\\ML�UWZM�)9:7[�\PIV�NWZMQOV�VI\QWVIT[�
QV�MQOP\�WN �\PM�ÅN\MMV�aMIZ[�[\]LQML��<PM[M�_MZM"��!!!�����������������������������������!�IVL������

Origin

%� 7^MZ�I�\PQZL����
��WN �QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�)9:7[�PIL�[WUM�SQVL�WN �)UMZQKIV�IVKM[\Za��MQ\PMZ�Ja�
M\PVQKQ\a�WN �JQZ\P���<PM�UW[\�NZMY]MV\�IVKM[\Za�KI\MOWZa�_I[�)NZQKIV�)UMZQKIV����
�WN �)9:7[��NWTTW_ML�
Ja�)UMZQKIV�_PQ\M�+I]KI[QIV[�� 
��

%� 1VLQ^QL]IT[�WN �?M[\MZV�)[QIV�IVKM[\Za�KWUXZQ[M�I�Y]IZ\MZ����
��WN �\PW[M�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�)9:7[��<PW[M�
WN �;I]LQ�)ZIJQIV�IVKM[\Za�IKKW]V\�NWZ���
�WN �\PQ[�\W\IT�

Place of  residence

%�  �
�WN �)9:7[�_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�QVLQ^QL]IT[�ZM[QLQVO�QV�\PM�=�;���QVKT]LQVO�\PZMM�QVLQ^QL]IT[�ITZMILa�
QVKIZKMZI\ML�I\�\QUM�WN �KPIZOM��I\�\PM�\QUM�WN �KPIZOM�WZ�I\\IKS��<PM�QVLQ^QL]IT[�ZM[QLML�QV����LQNNMZMV\�
[\I\M[��[XZMIL�IUWVO�ITT�NW]Z�ZMOQWV[�QV�\PM�=�;��

%� )UWVO� \PW[M� ZM[QLQVO� QV� \PM� =�;��� \PM� [\I\M� WN � 6M_� AWZS� NMI\]ZML� UW[\� XZWUQVMV\Ta�� _Q\P� ��
� WN �
QVLQ^QL]IT[� TQ^QVO�\PMZM��7]\[QLM�WN �6M_�AWZS��\PM�\_W�UW[\�KWUUWV�[\I\M[�WN �ZM[QLMVKM�_MZM�.TWZQLI�
���
��IVL�6M_�2MZ[Ma��!
��

%� <PM�UW[\�KWUUWV�ZMOQWV�WN �ZM[QLMVKM�_I[�\PM�;W]\P��_PMZM�W^MZ�WVM�\PQZL����
��WN �)9:7[�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�
ZM[QLML��<PM�6WZ\PMI[\�NWTTW_ML�_Q\P���
��

%� <PM�UW[\�KWUUWV�XTIKM�WN �ZM[QLMVKM�WN �)9:7[�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�\PW[M�JWZV�QV�\PM�=�;��_I[�6M_�AWZS�
���
���NWTTW_ML�Ja�+ITQNWZVQI�IVL�>QZOQVQI��!
���

%� <_W�WN � \PM� \PZMM�UW[\�KWUUWV�[\I\M[�·�.TWZQLI�IVL�6M_�2MZ[Ma� �·�_MZM� \PM�XTIKM�WN �ZM[QLMVKM� NWZ�I�
[QOVQÅKIV\Ta�PQOP�IUW]V\�WN �VWV�=�;��JWZV�QVLQ^QL]IT[��� 
�IVL���
�ZM[XMK\Q^MTa���+WV^MZ[MTa��\PM�UW[\�
KWUUWV�[\I\M���6M_�AWZS��PIL�I�PQOPMZ�XZWXWZ\QWV�WN �=�;��JWZV�)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�ZM[QLQVO�\PMZM�\PIV�
VWV�=�;��JWZV�QVLQ^QL]IT[��

Education and employment

Those who committed AQROs were mainly well educated. A small majority were in employment or education at the time of  charge or 

attack.

%� 7^MZ�PITN ����
��WN �\PM�QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�IV�)9:7�PIL�I\\MVLML�[WUM�NWZU�WN �KWTTMOM�

%� 6MIZTa� I� Y]IZ\MZ� ���
�� WN �)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[� PIL� JMMV� ML]KI\ML� \W� JM\_MMV� KWTTMOM� OZIL]I\M� IVL�
LWK\WZI\M�TM^MT��

%� ��
�WN �)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�_MZM�QV�MUXTWaUMV\�I\�\PM�\QUM�WN �KPIZOM�WZ�I\\IKS��)�N]Z\PMZ���
�_MZM�N]TT�
\QUM�[\]LMV\[��<PMZMNWZM����
�WN �)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�_MZM�QV�MUXTWaUMV\�WZ�ML]KI\QWV��

%� 7^MZ�I�Y]IZ\MZ��� 
��WN �)9:7�XMZXM\ZI\WZ[�_MZM�]VMUXTWaML�

%� ��
�WN �=�;��KQ\QbMV[�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�)9:7[�PIL�ZMKMQ^ML�I�KWTTMOM�ML]KI\QWV�

%� 7N �=�;��JWZV�WNNMVLMZ[���!
�_MZM�MUXTWaML�IVL�� 
�_MZM�[\]LMV\[��<PMZMNWZM����
�WN �ITT�=�;��JWZV�
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QVLQ^QL]IT[�_MZM�QV�MUXTWaUMV\�WZ�ML]KI\QWV��

Religious converts

?PQTM�)9:7[�IZM�UIQVTa�KIZZQML�W]\�Ja�\PW[M�ZIQ[ML�I[�5][TQU��I�[QOVQÅKIV\�XZWXWZ\QWV�WN �\PM�)9�IVL�)9�QV[XQZML�\PZMI\�KWUM[�NZWU�
religious converts.

%� 6MIZTa�I�Y]IZ\MZ����
��WN �ITT�)9:7[�_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�KWV^MZ\[�\W�1[TIU�

%� ?PMZM�SVW_V��ITT�_MZM�KWV^MZ\[�NZWU�+PZQ[\QIVQ\a��

%� <PM�UW[\�KWUUWV��UWLIT��IOM�I\�\QUM�WN �KPIZOM�IUWVO[\�ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[�����aMIZ[��_I[�[QOVQÅKIV\Ta�
PQOPMZ�\PIV�IUWVO�VWV�KWV^MZ\[�IVL�IUWVO�ITT�)9:7[��JW\P����aMIZ[���

%� ��
�WN �=�;��KQ\QbMV[�_MZM�ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[��

%� 7^MZ�PITN ����
��WN �QVLQ^QL]IT[�JWZV�QV�\PM�=�;��_MZM�ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[��

%� +WV^MZ\[�_MZM�UW[\�TQSMTa�\W�ZM[QLM�QV�\PM�;W]\P����
���IVL�UW[\�KWUUWVTa�ZM[QLML�QV�>QZOQVQI�I\�\QUM�
WN �KPIZOM����
��

%�  �
�WN �ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[�PIL�[WUM�SQVL�WN �)UMZQKIV�IVKM[\Za����
�WN �ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[�PIL�)NZQKIV�
)UMZQKIV�IVKM[\Za#�IVL�I�Y]IZ\MZ�_MZM�WN �)UMZQKIV�_PQ\M�+I]KI[QIV�IVKM[\Za��

%� )[� I� XZWXWZ\QWV� WN � \PMQZ� W^MZITT� QV^WT^MUMV\�� ZMTQOQW][� KWV^MZ\[� KWUUQ\\ML�UWZM� )9:7[� \PIV� VWV�
KWV^MZ\[�QV�MQOP\�WN �\PM�ÅN\MMV�aMIZ[�[\]LQML��<PM[M�_MZM"��!! ����������������������������� �������IVL�
�����

%� <PM�aMIZ[������������IVL������[I_�\PM�RWQV\�PQOPM[\�TM^MT[�WN �)9:7[�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�KWV^MZ\[����
�QV�
JW\P�aMIZ[���

Diversity of  threat and type of  activity 

<PM�)9�IVL�)9�QV[XQZML�\MZZWZQ[U�\PZMI\�\W�\PM�=�;��KIV�JM�XTIKML�QV\W�Å^M�LQ[\QVK\�KI\MOWZQM[�WN �WNNMVLMZ["�)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\[��
Aspirants, Trained Aspirants, Facilitators and Ideologues.

%� <PM�\W\IT�WN �����)9:7[�̂ IZa�QV�\PM�\aXM�WN �WNNMV[M��QUUMLQIKa�WN �\PM�\PZMI\�IVL�QV\MV\�WN �\PM�XMZXM\ZI\WZ��
IVL�IZM�LQ^QLML�QV\W�Å^M�LQ[\QVK\�KI\MOWZQM[��

 - Active Participants ·�1VLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�KWUUQ\\ML�WZ�_MZM�QUUQVMV\Ta�IJW]\�\W�KWUUQ\�IK\[�
WN �\MZZWZQ[U�·�_MZM�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ���
�WN �)9:7[��

 - Aspirants ·�1VLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�LMUWV[\ZI\ML�IV�QV\MZM[\�QV�\MZZWZQ[U�J]\�_PW[M�XTIV[�_MZM�VW\�
IL^IVKML�MVW]OP�\W�XW[M�IV�QUUQVMV\�\PZMI\�WZ�_PW[M�ZWTM�_I[�TQUQ\ML�·�_MZM�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ�
��
�WN �)9:7[��

 - Facilitators – 1VLQ^QL]IT[�QV^WT^ML�QV�\PM�XZMXIZI\QWV�NWZ�IK\[�WN �\MZZWZQ[U��MQ\PMZ�WXMZI\QWVITTa#�
Ja�N]VLZIQ[QVO#�WZ�Ja�\ZIV[NMZZQVO�LWK]UMV\I\QWV��UI\MZQIT�OWWL[�WZ�ÅVIVKM[�·�_MZM�ZM[XWV[QJTM�
NWZ���
�WN �)9:7[��

 - Trained Aspirants – 1VLQ^QL]IT[� _PW� LMUWV[\ZI\ML� IV� QV\MZM[\� QV� \MZZWZQ[U� _PW[M� XTIV[�
_MZM�VW\�IL^IVKML�MVW]OP�\W�XW[M�IV�QUUQVMV\�\PZMI\�WZ�_PW[M�ZWTM�_I[�TQUQ\ML��J]\�_PW�PIL�
ZMKMQ^ML�\MZZWZQ[\�\ZIQVQVO�I\�KIUX[�IJZWIL�·�_MZM�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ���
�WN �)9:7[��

 - Ideologues ·�1VLQ^QL]IT[�QV^WT^ML�QV�\PM�XZMXIZI\QWV�NWZ�IK\[�WN �\MZZWZQ[U�Ja�QVKQ\MUMV\�WZ�Ja�
MVKW]ZIOQVO�\MZZWZQ[\�IK\[�·�_MZM�ZM[XWV[QJTM�NWZ��
�WN �)9:7[��

%� 7^MZ�\_W�\PQZL[�WN �)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\�)9:7[��� 
��_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�\PW[M�IOML�]VLMZ�����.]Z\PMZUWZM��
JM\_MMV���
�IVL���
�WN �)[XQZIV\��<ZIQVML�)[XQZIV\�IVL�1LMWTWO]M�)9:7[�_MZM�IOML�]VLMZ�����1V�
KWV\ZI[\��WVTa���
�WN �.IKQTQ\I\WZ�)9:7[�_MZM�]VLMZ����
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%� )TUW[\�PITN ��� 
��WN �VWV�=�;��JWZV�QVLQ^QL]IT[�_MZM�)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\[�·�W^MZ�LW]JTM�\PM�XZWXWZ\QWV�WN �
=�;��JWZV�)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\[����
���

%� =�;��JWZV�QVLQ^QL]IT[�_MZM�U]KP�UWZM�TQSMTa�\W�JM�)[XQZIV\[����
�WN �ITT�=�;��JWZV��\PIV�VWV�=�;��JWZV�
���
���

%� ?PMV�KWUJQVQVO�JW\P�\ZIQVML�IVL�VWV�\ZIQVML����
�WN �ITT�=�;��JWZV�)9:7[�IZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�[WUM�
\aXM�WN �)[XQZIV\�·�KWUXIZML�\W�WVTa�� 
�WN �VWV�=�;��JWZV�KQ\QbMV[��

%� )�\PQZL����
��WN �ZMTQOQW][�KWV^MZ\[�_MZM�)[XQZIV\[��IVL�R][\�]VLMZ�I�\PQZL����
��_MZM�)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\[�
���
��

%� <PM�V]UJMZ[�WN �)K\Q^M�8IZ\QKQXIV\[��.IKQTQ\I\WZ[��<ZIQVML�)[XQZIV\[�IVL�)[XQZIV\[�KPIZOML��ZW[M�[PIZXTa�
QV����!��JMNWZM�TM^MTTQVO�WNN �\W�V]UJMZ[�KWV[Q[\MV\�_Q\P������·������QV�������

Charges, sentences and undercover investigations

19 AQROs were committed by suicide attackers. Analysis of  the remaining 155 separate AQRO convictions reveals a spread of  severity 

of  charges and length of  sentence. Almost all convictions were gained in federal courts, with Material Support charges most commonly 

used.

%� <PM�^I[\�UIRWZQ\a��!�
��WN �\PM�����)9:7[�ZM[]T\QVO�QV�[]KKM[[N]T�KWV^QK\QWV[�_MZM�XZW[MK]\ML�QV�
NMLMZIT�KW]Z\[��2][\��
�WN �ITT�KWV^QK\QWV[�\WWS�XTIKM�QV�I�UQTQ\IZa�KW]Z\�

%� ��
�WN �LMNMVLIV\[�XTMILML�O]QT\a��

%� )�\W\IT�WN �����[MXIZI\M�KPIZOM[�_MZM�[]KKM[[N]TTa�XZW[MK]\ML�JM\_MMV��!!��IVL������

%� 1V�\PQ[�ZMXWZ\��KPIZOM[�PI^M�JMMV�[XTQ\� QV\W�\MV�[MXIZI\M�KI\MOWZQM[��7NNMV[M[�IZM�KI\MOWZQ[ML�I[�NWTTW_["�
5I\MZQIT�;]XXWZ\#�5I[[�+I[]IT\a#�3QTT��3QLVIX��5IQU�WZ�1VR]ZM#�.QZMIZU[#�.IT[M�1VNWZUI\QWV#�/MVMZIT�
+WV[XQZIKa#�)QLQVO�\PM�-VMUa#�.QVIVKQIT#�.IKQTQ\I\QWV#�IVL�:PM\WZQK�

%� 5I\MZQIT�;]XXWZ\�_I[�\PM�TIZOM[\�KI\MOWZa��KWUXZQ[QVO�VMIZTa�I�Y]IZ\MZ�WN �\PM�W^MZITT�\W\IT����
���<PM�
\_W�UW[\�KWUUWV�QVLQ^QL]IT�KPIZOM[�NZWU�IVa�KI\MOWZa�IZM�QV�5I\MZQIT�;]XXWZ\"�+WV[XQZIKa�\W�8ZW^QLM�
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Links to Designated Terrorist Organizations (DTOs)

Those who committed AQROs were usually linked to a DTO, the most popular of  which was AQ. The majority of  those who were 

linked to a DTO were non-U.S. citizens, not religious converts and not the subject of  an undercover investigation. 
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Terrorist training 

Nearly half  of  AQRO perpetrators had attended training camps for terrorist purposes. Of  those who did, Afghanistan was the most 

popular location.

%� ��
�WN �QVLQ^QL]IT[�I\\MVLML�\ZIQVQVO�KIUX[�NWZ�\MZZWZQ[\�X]ZXW[M[��

%� 7N �\PW[M�_PW�ZMKMQ^ML�\MZZWZQ[\�\ZIQVQVO��� 
�I\\MVLML�KIUX[�QV�)NOPIVQ[\IV#��!
�QV�8ISQ[\IV�IVL��
�
QV�;WUITQI��<PMZMNWZM�� \PM� W^MZ_PMTUQVO�UIRWZQ\a� �!�
�� WN � \ZIQVML� QVLQ^QL]IT[� PIL� \ZIQVML� QV� MQ\PMZ�
)NOPIVQ[\IV��WZ�8ISQ[\IV��WZ�JW\P�

%� <PM�UW[\�XWX]TIZ� KIUX�_I[�IT�9IMLI¼[� IT�.IZW]Y�� ZM[XWV[QJTM� NWZ�VMIZTa�I� \PQZL�WN � ITT� QVKQLMVKM[�WN �
\ZIQVQVO����
���)T�5I\IZ�NWTTW_ML�_Q\P��!
��IVL�\PM�\PQZL�UW[\�KWUUWV�_I[�3PITLMV��!
���)TT�\PZMM�
KIUX[�_MZM�JI[ML�QV�)NOPIVQ[\IV�

%� )�\PQZL�WN �=�;��KQ\QbMV[�PIL�I\\MVLML�I�\ZIQVQVO�KIUX�NWZ�\MZZWZQ[\�X]ZXW[M[�

%� 7^MZ�I�\PQZL���!
��WN �\PW[M�_PW�PIL�ZMKMQ^ML�\MZZWZQ[\�\ZIQVQVO�_MZM�=�;��KQ\QbMV[�

%� 7N � \PW[M�)9:7[� []JRMK\� \W�]VLMZKW^MZ� QV^M[\QOI\QWV[�� ��
�_MZM� KWUUQ\\ML�Ja� QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�PIL�
ZMKMQ^ML�\MZZWZQ[\�\ZIQVQVO��1V�KWUXIZQ[WV��WN �\PW[M�)9:7[�VW\�[]JRMK\�\W�IV�]VLMZKW^MZ�QV^M[\QOI\QWV��
��
�_MZM�KWUUQ\\ML�Ja�QVLQ^QL]IT[�_PW�PIL�ZMKMQ^ML�\ZIQVQVO�

Combat experience 

A high percentage of  AQRO perpetrators had no experience of  combat in warzones. Of  those who did, Afghanistan was the most popular 

location.
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Mass Casualty Operatives (MCOs) 

Mass casualty operatives refer to those individuals who were also part of  a major plot. There have been ten major plots against the U.S. 

since 2000, involving 36 individuals. The MCOs were primarily terrorist trained, college educated individuals from Western Asia.
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Suicide attacks

19 hijackers launched a series of  four co-ordinated suicide attacks upon New York City and Washington, D.C., the only AQ or AQ-

inspired suicide attacks that have occurred on the U.S. homeland. These attackers were primarily young, Saudi Arabian nationals with 

a college education and terrorist training.
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SIGNIFICANT PRECEDENTS
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